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All work and no play
suits us just fine.
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Maximizing Herbicide Effectiveness
By John Bresnahan, BASF Professional Turf & Ornamentals

Have experience. Will travel.

If you're looking for some help on your course, consider
the Stores-on-Wheels: We can deliver agronomic
expertise, top brands and more straight to your course.
Call us at 1-800-321-5325. We can help with whatever
job you have in mind. www.JohnDeere.com/golf
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Investing time and effort before an ap-
plication will provide greater weed control
and prevent lost time and wasted product.

While today’s modern pesticides and ap-
plication equipment help make golf course
superintendents' jobs easier, when it comes
to providing year-round control of turf-
attacking weeds there is still much that must
be considered. The work that is done before
and after the herbicide application will elimi-
nate time and resource draining errors and
ensure a successful treatment.

I dentify Your Targets: The best starting
point in any weed control program is cor-
rectly identifying the weeds (broadleaf and
grassy) in the area you are planning to treat.
This includes those visible and those that you
can anticipate seeing throughout the year.

Broadleaf weeds are easily identified in
turf and are especialy visible when in bloom.
Bright yellow dandelion, white clover and
purple henbit flowers are good examples.
Grassy weeds such as Crabgrass, goosegrass
and foxtail are more difficult to identify early
and become increasingly difficult to control
once established due to the large quantity of
seed they produce.

The importance of correctly distinguish-
ing between broadleaf and grassy weeds
directly correlates to the type of herbicide
that you will need dto use. Asan example,
phenoxy herbicides control broadleaves but

have little to no effect on grasses, while
a pre-emergence herbicide such as
pendimethalin can be used to control
grassy and many broadleaf weeds at the
same time with one product application.
Once your target list of weeds is estab-
lished and you' ve determined whether they
are broadleaf or grassy, understanding each
weed's lifecycle will help determine what
herbicides will work best and whether a
pre or postemergent strategy is the correct
method to provide the best control. While
the product label should be your guide in
determining what herbicides will work best
to control your targeted weeds, some basic
considerations should include the following:

Preemergent Weed Control:

= Annual grasses and broadleaf
weeds are best controlled with
preemergent applications in early
spring prior to weed seed germi-
nation.

(Continued on page 3)




